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EDGAR  A.  VANDER  VEER,  M,D.,  F.A.C.S.,  Albany,  New  York 


ON  July  io,  1841,  Dr.  Albert  Vander  Veer  was  born  in  Root,  Montgomery 
County,  State  of  New  York.  His  ancestors  on  his  father’s  side  came  from 
Alkmaar,  Holland,  in  1659,  and  settled  first  at  Flatbush,  Long  Island. 
Later  on  some  of  the  family  emigrated  to  the  Mohawk  Valley,  and  it  is  from  this 
branch  of  the  family  that  Dr.  Vander  Veer  was  descended. 

His  early  education  was  acquired  in  the  district  school  and  very  early  in  his 
life  he  manifested  his  liking  for  the  study  of  medicine.  He  began  his  medical 
studies  with  Dr.  Simeon  Snow,  who  was  a  typical  country  practitioner  of  the 
middle  part  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Incidentally  Dr.  Snow  was  the  father 
of  a  very  pretty  daughter  who  subsequently  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Vander  Veer. 
That  Dr.  Vander  Veer  was  interested  in  his  profession  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
he  walked  three  miles  every  morning  from  his  father’s  farm  to  the  doctor’s  office 
and  back  again  at  night.  The  fall  and  winter  of  1861-1862  was  spent  as  a  student 
of  Dr.  John  Swinburn  of  Albany,  New  York,  one  of  the  most  noted  surgeons  of 
his  day,  and  it  was  undoubtedly  this  association  which  turned  the  young  student’s 
later  career  to  surgery.  At  this  time  the  Civil  War  had  broken  out  and  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  original  one  hundred  medical  cadets  from  the  State  of 
New  York  and  stationed  at  a  military  hospital  in  Washington,  D.  C.  The 
duties  of  these  cadets  were  those  practically  of  internes,  and  by  working  late  at 
night  and  early  in  the  morning,  it  was  possible  for  Dr.  Vander  Veer  to  attend  lec¬ 
tures,  from  two  to  eight  in  the  afternoon,  at  the  Columbia  Medical  College. 
Immediately  upon  receiving  his  degree  he  was  appointed  assistant  surgeon  and 
later,  surgeon,  with  the  rank  of  major  of  the  Sixty-sixth  Regiment  New  York 
Volunteers.  He  was  present  at  Appomatox  and  at  the  historic  meeting  of  Grant 
and  Lee,  and  wrote  and  spoke  frequently  of  it  in  his  later  years.  At  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  the  War  he  took  a  course  of  lectures  in  New  York  City  and  commenced 
the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  Albany  in  May,  1866. 

As  was  the  custom  in  those  days  he  practiced  both  medicine  and  surgery. 
At  once  he  developed  a  large  practice,  but  early  manifested  his  ability  in  surgery 
and  gradually  withdrew  from  his  medical  work  though  he  retained  some  of  his 
first  medical  families  up  to  the  end  of  his  career.  He  was  appointed  professor  of 
general  and  special  anatomy  in  the  Albany  Medical  College,  in  1869,  subsequently 
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being  transferred  to  the  chair  of  surgery  which  latter  position  he  held  until  his 
retirement  in  1914. 

He  was  also  attending  surgeon  to  the  Albany  Hospital  from  1869  till  his  retire¬ 
ment.  In  1875,  when  the  hospital  was  about  to  close  owing  to  its  heavy  debt,  he 
was  largely  instrumental  in  raising  that  debt  so  that  the  institution  continued. 
Again  in  1897,  when  it  became  apparent  that  the  hospital  had  outgrown  its 
physical  equipment,  he  headed  the  group  which  raised  the  money  for  the  new 
hospital,  and  the  new  buildings  were  built  largely  upon  his  plans. 

He  was  very  fond  and  proud  of  seeing  his  students  progress,  and  nothing  gave 
him  greater  pleasure  than  to  have  one  of  his  old  students  return  and  tell  him  of 
his  success  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery.  In  1904,  his  old  students 
gave  him  a  testimonial  dinner  at  which  time  they  presented  him  with  a  loving 
cup,  suitably  engraved,  which  he  cherished  to  the  last. 

The  year  1873-1874  was  spent  in  study  abroad.  This  was  the  period  at 
which  our  present  surgical  technique  was  being  developed  and  he  came  back 
from  that  trip  full  of  enthusiasm  and  eager  to  put  the  new  ideas,  which  he  had 
learned,  in  practice,  to  work.  This  enthusiasm  never  left  him  and  he  was  ever 
ready  to  try  out  new  ideas  and  operations.  He  was  never  content  to  stand  still; 
he  was  always  progressive  and  kept  up  with  the  advances  in  surgery  and,  if 
possible,  was  a  little  ahead  of  them. 

He  was  an  omnivorous  reader  and  even  up  to  the  last  few  months  of  his  life 
he  never  neglected  his  medical  journals  and  would  try,  and  very  often  suc¬ 
ceeded,  in  confounding  his  sons  by  asking  in  a  very  innocent  way  about  some 
new  medical  theory  which  they  had  never  heard  of  but  which  he  had  just  read 
about. 

He  was  honored  by  his  medical  confreres  by  being  elected  president  of  his 
county  and  state  medical  societies,  president  of  the  American  Surgical  Associa¬ 
tion,  president  of  the  American  Association  of  Obstetricians,  Gynecologists  and 
Abdominal  Surgeons,  and,  in  1916,  was  president  of  the  American  Medical  Asso¬ 
ciation,  succeeding  to  that  office  by  reason  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Rodman,  the 
president  for  that  year. 

Dr.  Vander  Veer  was  interested  outside  of  his  profession  in  all  civic  affairs 
that  made  for  the  good  of  his  community,  especially  that  of  education.  He  was 
a  regent  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  Educational  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  State,  for  32  years,  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  being  elected 
regent  first  in  1895  and  retiring  in  1927,  due  to  advancing  years.  He  was  vice- 
chancellor  from  1914  to  1922  and  then  chancellor  for  a  few  months,  but  resigned 
the  position  due  to  impaired  hearing.  He  was  an  ex-president  of  the  Holland 
Society  of  New  York  and  had  been  decorated  with  the  Order  of  Orange-Nassau 
by  the  Queen  of  Holland.  He  was  a  vice-president  of  the  Albany  Institute  of  Art 
for  over  thirty  years. 
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He  was  of  a  religious  nature  and  had  been  an  Elder  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  for  more  than  40  years  and  a  commissioner  to  its  General  Assembly. 

A  good  share  of  his  later  years  was  passed  at  his  Adirondack  Camp  where  he 
liked  to  farm  on  a  small  scale  and  also  attend  to  the  cutting  of  wood  and  the 
burning  of  it  in  his  fire  places. 

Dr.  Vander  Veer  enjoyed  good  health  up  to  the  end  and  passed  quietly 
away  without  pain,  at  his  Albany  home  December  19,  1929. 

He  left  three  sons,  all  of  whom  are  physicians,  and  six  grandchildren,  one  of 
whom  is  also  a  physician. 


